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further delay in reuniting these fami-
lies with their loved ones. This resolu-
tion is commonsense, bipartisan legis-
lation that is long overdue, and it will
make an invaluable impact on the lives
of thousands of Korean Americans and
their families.

I thank Representative KAREN BASS
for working so diligently on this essen-
tial humanitarian resolution. I ask all
of my colleagues to give it their sup-
port.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania
(Ms. HOULAHAN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 294.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

————

SECURING AMERICA FROM
EPIDEMICS ACT

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2118) to authorize United
States participation in the Coalition
for Epidemic Preparedness Innova-
tions, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2118

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Securing
America From Epidemics Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Due to increasing population and popu-
lation density, human mobility, and ecologi-
cal change, emerging infectious diseases pose
a real and growing threat to global health
security.

(2) While vaccines can be the most effec-
tive tools to protect against infectious dis-
ease, the absence of vaccines for a new or
emerging infectious disease with epidemic
potential is a major health security threat
globally, ©posing catastrophic potential
human and economic costs.

(3) The COVID-19 pandemic has infected
more than 119,960,700 individuals and has
killed at least 2,656,822 people worldwide, and
it is likely that unreported cases and deaths
are significant.

(4) Even regional outbreaks can have enor-
mous human costs and substantially disrupt
the global economy and cripple regional
economies. The 2014 Ebola outbreak in West
Africa killed more than 11,000 and cost
$2,800,000,000 in losses in the affected coun-
tries alone.

(5) While the need for vaccines to address
emerging epidemic threats is acute, markets
to drive the necessary development of vac-
cines to address them—a complex and expen-
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sive undertaking—are very often critically
absent. Also absent are mechanisms to en-
sure access to those vaccines by those who
need them when they need them.

(6) To address this global vulnerability and
the deficit of political commitment, institu-
tional capacity, and funding, in 2017, several
countries and private partners launched the
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innova-
tions (CEPI). CEPI’s mission is to stimulate,
finance, and coordinate development of vac-
cines for high-priority, epidemic-potential
threats in cases where traditional markets
do not exist or cannot create sufficient de-
mand.

(7) Through funding of partnerships, CEPI
seeks to bring priority vaccines candidates
through the end of phase II clinical trials, as
well as support vaccine platforms that can
be rapidly deployed against emerging patho-
gens.

(8) CEPI supported the manufacturing of
the United States-developed Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine during its Phase 1 clinical
trial, and CEPI has initiated at least 12 part-
nerships to develop vaccines against COVID-
19.

(9) CEPI is co-leading COVAX, the vaccines
pillar of the ACT-Accelerator, which is a
global collaboration to quickly produce and
equitably distribute safe and effective vac-
cines and therapeutics for COVID-19.

(10) Support for and participation in CEPI
is an important part of the United States
own health security and biodefense and is in
the national interest, complementing the
work of many Federal agencies and pro-
viding significant value through global part-
nership and burden-sharing.

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION FOR UNITED STATES
PARTICIPATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States is
hereby authorized to participate in the Coa-
lition for Epidemic Preparedness Innova-
tions (‘‘Coalition’).

(b) DESIGNATION.—The President is author-
ized to designate an employee of the relevant
Federal department or agency providing the
majority of United States contributions to
the Coalition, who should demonstrate
knowledge and experience in the fields of de-
velopment and public health, epidemiology,
or medicine, to serve—

(1) on the Investors Council of the Coali-
tion; and

(2) if nominated by the President, on the
Board of Directors of the Coalition, as a rep-
resentative of the United States.

(c) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the President shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port that includes the following:

(1) The United States planned contribu-
tions to the Coalition and the mechanisms
for United States participation in such Coa-
lition.

(2) The manner and extent to which the
United States shall participate in the gov-
ernance of the Coalition.

(3) How participation in the Coalition sup-
ports relevant United States Government
strategies and programs in health security
and biodefense, including—

(A) the Global Health Security Strategy
required by section 7058(c)(3) of division K of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018
(Public Law 115-141);

(B) the applicable revision of the National
Biodefense Strategy required by section 1086
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2017 (6 U.S.C. 104); and

(C) any other relevant decision-making
process for policy, planning, and spending in
global health security, biodefense, or vaccine
and medical countermeasures research and
development.
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(d) UNITED STATES CONTRIBUTIONS.—
Amounts authorized to be appropriated
under chapters 1 and 10 of part I and chapter
4 of part II of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) are authorized to
be made available for United States con-
tributions to the Coalition.

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate
congressional committees’” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. HOULAHAN) and the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2118.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2118, the Securing America
From Epidemics Act.

I thank my colleague, Representative
AMI BERA, chairman of the Sub-
committee on Asia, the Pacific, Cen-
tral Asia and Nonproliferation for
championing this important bill that
will save the lives and protect the
United States from the threat of future
pandemics.

This bill would authorize the United
States to participate in the Coalition
for Epidemic Preparedness Innova-
tions, or CEPI, a private-public part-
nership that helps accelerate the devel-
opment of vaccines against emergent
infections, including Ebola and COVID-
19.

The COVID-19 crisis has shown just
how interconnected our world is and
how important vaccines are to ending
one of the greatest catastrophes of the
21st century. By developing vaccines
and enabling countries to administer
vaccine doses effectively, we can end
pandemics. We do this by ensuring vac-
cines get into the arms of the most vul-
nerable, and by instilling confidence in
people that the vaccine saves lives.

Now more than ever with the rise of
the deadly delta variant, and COVID-19
cases ravaging clusters across the
country where vaccination rates are
low, the collective resources of the pri-
vate sector, multilateral organizations,
national governments, civil society,
and health experts are all vital to end-
ing the pandemic.

By supporting CEPI, we demonstrate
the value of leveraging individual
strengths towards collective action and
create a leading global framework of
developing an effective vaccine re-
sponse to stop future pandemics.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Securing America From Epidemics
Act.

I thank my colleagues, Congressmen
BERA and FITZPATRICK, for introducing
this bill and for their work to address
this important issue.

COVID-19 has shown once again that
pandemics know no borders, and that
the United States and the world must
be better prepared to respond to dis-
ease outbreaks, including pandemics,
around the world.

The bill authorizes the United States
to participate in the Coalition for Epi-
demic Preparedness Innovations, or
CEPI, an alliance of countries and pri-
vate partners that are financing and
coordinating the developing of new
vaccines for infectious diseases.

In addition to COVID-19, CEPI has
developed a list of priority diseases
with epidemic potential, including
MERS, the Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome.

By leveraging contributions from
member states with expertise and fund-
ing by private partners, CEPI seeks to
develop vaccines before a disease out-
break occurs.

I would note, parenthetically, that in
October of 2020, the Trump administra-
tion gave CEPI a $20 million grant to
advance its work.

Mr. Speaker, according to the Johns
Hopkins Resource Center, COVID-19
has killed over 4,092,000 people world-
wide, including 609,000 in the United
States and in my home State of New
Jersey, 26,545 deaths, the most COVID-
19 deaths per capita in the United
States.

The pandemic could cost the global
economy approximately $10 trillion, or
more than 12 percent of global GDP.
The loss of jobs and businesses is un-
precedented in modern times. And all
of us know it from our case work work-
ing with our local businesses. This has
been an incredibly horrible pandemic,
and we have to make sure it is never
repeated.

Developing vaccines and treatment
for emerging infectious diseases is not
just an issue of individual health, but
it is important to national security, in-
cluding economic security.

Our committee has worked together
on many pieces of legislation over the
last several months in response to
COVID-19. The SAFE Act, for example,
is an example of this kind of bipartisan
effort.

I urge all my colleagues who believe
we must do all we can to prevent an-
other pandemic like COVID-19 from
emerging in the future to support this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.
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Mr. Speaker, COVID-19 has dem-
onstrated the need for collective global
action to end pandemics. The Securing
America From Epidemics Act author-
izes the United States to galvanize
that collective response by partnering
in CEPI so that we may lead in build-
ing a more effective global framework.

We call COVID-19 a once-in-a-century
pandemic, but we all share concerns
that with the world growing smaller
and smaller every day that these out-
breaks will only become more and
more frequent and clearly more cata-
strophic. There is an urgent need for
the public-private global action H.R.
2118 would help accelerate, not only for
COVID-19, but God forbid, for any
other future pandemics.

I thank my colleague, Representative
AMI BERA, for his leadership in cham-
pioning this bill. I urge my colleagues
to support this legislation, and, Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania
(Ms. HOULAHAN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
2118.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

——
DESERT LOCUST CONTROL ACT

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1079) to establish an inter-
agency working group to develop a
comprehensive, strategic plan to con-
trol locust outbreaks in the East Afri-
ca region and address future outbreaks
in order to avert mass scale food inse-
curity and potential political desta-
bilization, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1079

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Desert Lo-
cust Control Act”.

SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States to
prioritize efforts to control the ongoing
desert locust outbreak in East Africa and
other affected regions, mitigate the impacts
on food security, economic productivity, and
political stability, improve interagency co-
ordination to prevent future outbreaks, and
promote resilience in affected countries.

SEC. 3. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The United States Agency for Inter-
national Development reports that countries
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in East Africa are currently suffering the
worst desert locust outbreak in decades,
which will devour crops and pasture and de-
stroy local livelihoods across the region.

(2) As of December 2020, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization reported that there
were 42 million people experiencing acute
food insecurity in East Africa, which num-
bers are projected to increase if the desert
locust outbreak is not controlled.

(3) The desert locust outbreak in East Afri-
ca, particularly in Kenya, Ethiopia, and So-
malia, is negatively impacting food security,
local livelihoods and economic productivity,
and may threaten political stability in the
region.

(4) Proactive investments now to control
the desert locust outbreak could reduce the
need for a much larger United States human-
itarian response effort later, as well as sup-
port economic and political stability and
build resilience in affected countries.

(5) In order to optimize the United States
response to the desert locust outbreak, an
interagency working group should be estab-
lished to develop and implement a com-
prehensive, strategic plan to control the
desert locust outbreak in East Africa and
other affected regions, mitigate impacts on
food security, economic productivity, and
political stability and prevent future out-
breaks.

SEC. 4. INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The President shall
establish an interagency working group to
coordinate the United States response to the
ongoing desert locust outbreak in East Afri-
ca and other affected regions, including the
development of a comprehensive, strategic
plan to control the outbreak, mitigate the
impacts on food security, economic produc-
tivity, and political stability, and prevent
future outbreaks.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The interagency working
group shall be composed of the following:

(A) Two representatives from the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment.

(B) One representative from each of the
following:

(i) The United States Mission to the United
Nations Agencies for Food and Agriculture.

(ii) The National Security Council.

(iii) The Department of State.

(iv) The Department of Defense.

(v) The Department of Agriculture.

(vi) Any other relevant Federal depart-
ment or agency.

(2) CHAIR.—The President shall designate
one of the representatives from the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment described in paragraph (1)(A) to serve
as chair of the interagency working group.

(¢) DuTIiES.—The interagency working
group shall—

(1) assess the scope of the desert locust
outbreak in East Africa and other affected
regions, including its impact on food secu-
rity, economic productivity, and political
stability in affected countries;

(2) assess the impacts of restrictions relat-
ing to the coronavirus disease 2019 (com-
monly referred to as ‘‘COVID-19’) pandemic
on efforts to control the desert locust out-
break and mitigate its impacts and in exac-
erbating food insecurity;

(3) monitor the effectiveness of ongoing as-
sistance efforts to control the desert locust
outbreak and mitigate its impacts and iden-
tify gaps and opportunities for additional
support to such programs;

(4) review the effectiveness of regional and
multilateral efforts to control the desert lo-
cust outbreak and the coordination among
relevant United States Government agen-
cies, regional governments, and inter-
national organizations, including the World
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